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Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 7th August 2017

A Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Thursday 7th August 2017 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	D Old (Chairman), S Harris, C Doran, I Freeland and C Carsley; NDDC Cllr Burch
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson
Public:		3

140. Apologies for absence: Cllr Harris declared an interest in planning application 2/2017/0988 and withdrew while this was discussed.

141. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on11th May 2017: These were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

142. Matters arising: These are covered in the agenda.

143. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: 2/2017/0988/FUL – Furlong Farm, Kitford Lane – erect one agricultural workers dwelling (and remove existing static caravan) – there was agreement that this young but flourishing business deserves the support of the community and the application was supported.

144. BT telephone box: To consider i) changing the decision of the parish council not to support adoption or refurbishment of the phone box as per minute 123 of the meeting held on 9th March 2017: In the light of an offer of financial support is was agreed to reconsider the position of the parish council ii) agreeing to formally adopt the phone box in accordance with the standard BT sale agreement and accept any ongoing obligations of that agreement: The Christmas Market Committee has offered a donation of £300 from this year’s event towards the refurbishment of the phone box provided it is taken over from BT by the parish council. The aim will be to make it into a community book-swap facility and also, potentially, a community hub for notices, requests for assistance etc. It is in a poor state and needs a new door frame made to support the cast iron/glass section. Cllr Freeland estimates it will cost about £300 to do the door plus other repairs, weed clearance and painting. He has offered to do the door in his own time. Concerns were expressed about ongoing, future maintenance costs for the parish council but it is hoped that once the box is refurbished these should not be too onerous. The electricity supply can remain, paid for by BT, but only enough to power a lightbulb, although it is a matter of debate as to whether a light should be fitted. Proposed by Cllr Harris, seconded by Cllr Doran it was agreed to adopt the box and that the clerk should complete the necessary formalities with BT. 
 	
145. Highways and Rights of Way: To note and discuss any relevant matters: Problems with the culvert under the road between Marsh Farm and Leigh Cross have been reported to Highways. The culvert cannot cope in times of heavy rain and overflows and is washing away the carriageway as well as potentially causing flooding at Marsh Farm. Highways have examined the site and will make repairs in due course. The clerk will try and ascertain what and when. Top dressing of Back Hollow is still scheduled for 2018.

146. Finance matters: i) to approve accounts for payment: The following payments were approved.
Cheque 153 – DAPTC – annual subscription - £65.13
Cheque 154 – C Doran – cake for village celebration - £100.00
Cllr Carsley wished to record the thanks of the parish council to those who had organised the celebrations for the award of the BEM to Derek Old and to Derek Old himself, through his selfless work for the community, for giving the village a valid reason to celebrate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]147. To receive any reports from County or District councillors: Cllr Burch reported that Sovereign Housing is not disposed to spend any money on improving the parking at Cutlers Close. She will continue to press them for a grant. She also reported on the difficulties NDDC faced as it was now deemed not to have a 5 year housing supply. This is largely due to the slowness of developers, particularly in Gillingham, moving forward with sites which have planning approvals. The impact is that the policies in the Local Plan are regarded as having less weight in planning terms than central governments NPPF rules, which have a presumption in favour of sustainable development. It gives developers the chance to attack sites which on which development previously might have been refused. Hopefully any proposals for Ibberton would not be regarded as “sustainable development”

148. Correspondence None

149. Date of next meeting: It was decided to be flexible about dates for future meetings. The clerk will organise the next meeting as required.

150. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00 pm.

  	
Graham Dyke
Parish Clerk, Ibberton
27 Oct 2015

