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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 23rd January 2018

A Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Thursday 23rd January 2018 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	D Old (Chairman), S Harris, C Doran, I Freeland and C Carsley; NDDC Cllr Burch
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson
Public:		None

151. Apologies for absence: None

152. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7th August 2017: These were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

153. Matters arising: These are covered in the agenda.

154. To note any declarations of interest: Cllr Harris declared an interest in planning application 2/2017/1931 and took no part in the discussion or decision.

155. Report from District Councillor: NDDC Cllr Burch reported i) NDDC will vacate the main Norden site on 15th February. They will retain a small separate building as one if its community “hubs” where people can meet officers and councillors by appointment. The old building is being sold for affordable housing. The bulk of the staff are now located in South Walks House in Dorchester ii) planning is underway on the assumption that the new rural unitary authority will come into being. This will save considerable money and is seen as essential as all central government funding will cease in 2020. There will be about 80 councillors in the new authority, wards etc have still to be determined iii) council tax rates will be harmonised across the region, as North Dorset’s is currently at the lower end we can expect bigger increases. 

156. To agree a budget and precept for 2018-19: A draft budget had been prepared by the clerk and circulated to councillors. With an unchanged precept of £550 and a contingency allowance of £89 a break-even position was achieved. The budget was approved and the clerk will complete the paperwork to claim a precept of £550 for the financial year 2018/19.

157. BT telephone box – update on progress: The clerk had made contact with BT about the parish council adopting the box. BT said that NDDC had decided it wanted the box to remain under BT’s ownership but that if NDDC changed its view then BT would be happy to go ahead with adoption. The clerk had enlisted the help of Cllr Batstone to try and find out who at NDDC was responsible but so far she had not been able to find anyone able to help. Cllr Doran suggested that we might just get on with the refurbishment given the donation for the project from the Christmas Market. Cllr Carsley felt it would be outside the remit of the parish council to undertake work on an asset which did not belong to the parish council. If, however, a group of volunteers from the community did the work then there would be no risk to the parish council. It was therefore agreed that i) the clerk will continue to try and formally adopt the box ii) Mr Freeland agreed to co-ordinate a group of volunteers to refurbish the box. He is repairing the door and will liaise with Mrs Closier, who has the funds from the Christmas Market. 
 	
158. Highways and Rights of Way - To note and discuss any relevant matters: The clerk has been in touch with DCC Highways over the flooding halfway between Leigh Cross and Marsh Farm. It may be that the culvert under the road is broken and blocked but only a camera will reveal the true condition. Highways have had a digger out on site. It is unclear what exactly they have done, but the stream does now seem to be flowing reasonably. The situation will be monitored.

159. Finance matters: i) to approve accounts for payment: The following payments were approved.
Cheque 155 – M Wilson – clerks honorarium towards office expenses - £120.00
Direct debit – Information Commissioner – data protection registration - £35.00

160. Planning – to consider application 2/2017/1931/VAR – Furlong Farm Kitford Lane, DT11 0EJ – variation of planning conditions – no objections

161. Correspondence None

162. Date of next meeting: A meeting is required before 31st March 2018. The clerk will organise as required.

163. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15 pm.

  	




