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Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 9th March 2017
A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Thursday 9th March 2017 commencing at 7.30 pm.
Present:	Councillors: 	D Old (Chairman), C Doran, S Harris, C Carsley and I Freeland   
		Parish Clerk:	M Wilson              Public: DCC Cllr Pauline Batstone

118. Apologies for absence: Received from NDDC Cllr Burch

119. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2017: These were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

120. Matters arising: Cllr Carsley suggested that the well-deserved award of the British Empire Medal to Cllr Old should be formally acknowledged in the minutes of the parish council and this was enthusiastically agreed. Cllr Old has been Chairman for 38 years.

121. Declarations of interest: None declared

122. Highways and rights of way matters:
i) lay-by parking at Cutlers Close: The Clerk had circulated a copy of a letter he had written to the residents of Cutlers Close and other affected residents and landowners about a possible improvement scheme for the parking. The letter has suggested the group might approach the parish council for a grant once costs are better known. It might also be appropriate for the group to seek support from the Christmas Market organisers. (subsequent to the meeting the Hall & Woodhouse Community Chest grant scheme has opened for grant applications which might be another source of funds – the Clerk has advised Mrs Owens) ii) footpath to Church, including hand-rail: DCC would be happy for the posts to be repaired or replaced by local residents under the auspices of its “Working Together” initiative. This would mean the work would be covered under DCC’s public liability insurance. The Clerk will advise the Closier family.  iii) DCC proposal to make the Ibberton Hill to Turnworth bridle way into a restricted by-way: This change will allow access for non-motorised vehicles, ie a horse and cart, so the only impact will be on the size of gates.  iv) Back Hollow – report to DCC Highways: The clerk has advised DCC of the 2 recent accidents caused in part by the poor road surface – logged as item 1073235, response awaited v) any other highways or footpath related matters: The logs placed by the Clerk on the grass triangle at Leigh Cross, to protect the refurbished fingerpost, had been removed by persons unknown. It was decided not to purchase any formal verge markers as they might look out of character.
 
123. BT telephone box – to note proposals for removal: As BT is planning to remove the box a refurbishment scheme is not supported

124. Planning applications for consideration: None

125. Finance matters: 
i) to approve accounts for payment: The following payment was approved:
M Wilson – Clerk honorarium for 2016/17 – cheque 151 - £120.00 
ii) to consider and agree internal audit arrangements for the year ending 31st March 2017: The Clerk reported that Christopher McCann was prepared to continue as auditor provided the work could be done before the end of April.

126. Correspondence and other items of interest: Cllr Batstone was attending as she will be Ibberton’s designated county councillor if she is re-elected on 4th May 2017. This follows a re-organisation of wards. She reported on the increases on council tax for the coming year and the new rural Unitary authority which will be in place within two or three years. 

127. To consider the date and arrangements for the Annual Assembly and Annual Parish Council Meeting: A date of Thursday 11th May has been set. Cllr Batstone suggested interesting speakers might be Sandra and Richard Brown who are part of the group lobbying for a National Park for Dorset. The Clerk will approach them (subsequently they have agreed to come and speak).

128. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10pm.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
  	




