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Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 12th January 2017
A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Thursday 12th January 2017 commencing at 7.30 pm.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Present:	Councillors: 	D Old,(Chairman); C Carsley and I Freeland   
		Parish Clerk:	M Wilson              Public: None

107. Apologies for absence: Received Cllrs Doran and Harris

108. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2016: These were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

109. Matters arising: The clerk had met the Community Highways officer concerning the footpath up to the Church. In his view the overgrown hedges did not warrant any action and the hedges were eventually cut back. The issue of a play area is on hold for the moment.  

110. Declarations of interest: Cllr Carsley declared an interest in planning application 2/2017/0011/CATREE

111. Highways matters:
i) lay-by parking at Cutlers Close: Residents had approached the clerk to see if anything could be done to improve the parking situation here, which everyone agrees is a mess at present. Volunteers might be able to clear the scrub trees on the verge and ideally some scalpings or the like might be provided to make a better parking surface. The clerk has approached DCC via the Community Highways officer to see if such a scheme might be possible. He has also asked DCC to clarify ownership of the verge – is it theirs or the owner of the adjacent field? A response is awaited and the parish council is supportive of such a scheme. The clerk was asked to approach Wessex Water to see if there is a fire hydrant in that area.
ii) footpath to Church, including hand-rail: The clerk has approached the Community Highways officer about the broken hand-rail and the need for a permanent repair. A local resident has kindly offered to do the work repair provided there is no potential for future liability claims. It was agreed to await a response from DCC.  
iii) any other highways or footpath related matters: . The new fingerpost at the bottom of Back Hollow was thought to be excellent, and the clerk was asked to contact the maker to say “thank you” on behalf of the community. A new box for the Blackmore Vale magazine has also appeared – source currently unknown!

112. BT telephone box – to note proposals for removal: The parish council has already decline to “adopt” the phone box. BT is now preparing to remove about 60 little used boxes across North Dorset, including Ibberton’s.  Noted. 

113. Planning application: To consider application 2/2017/0011/CATREE – The Old Smithy, DT11 0EN – crown reduce 12 willows, fell self-seeded willow and crown reduce 2 lime trees: This application is live, but because NDDC is migrating its IT system to a new platform no details were available to view. Given Cllr Carsley’s interest only two councillors were entitled to discuss and vote, which left the meeting without a quorum so no formal view could be decided. The proposals did not sound unreasonable. 

114. Finance matters: 
i) to approve accounts for payment: The following payments were approved:
Direct debit – ICO – Data Protection registration - £35.00
ii) to consider and agree the budget and Precept for 2017/18: The clerk had circulated a draft budget which was discussed and agreed. The Precept will be £550, a 5% increase which will allow for a small surplus.

115. Correspondence and other items of interest: A comment has been received concerning overgrown brambles in the hedge at the Old Rectory; it was agreed to approach the owner’s gardener to see if some judicious pruning might help

116. Date of next meeting: The final meeting of the 2016/17 year will be arranged before the end of March 2017.
 
117. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.

  	




