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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 30th July 2020

A Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held by means of a remote conferencing facility using Zoom  on Thursday 30th July 2020 at 7.30 pm under the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020

Present:	
Councillors: 	Caroline Doran (CD), Clive Carsley (CC) and Mike Watson (MW); Dorset Council    councillor Pauline Batstone (PB)
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson
Public:		1

273.To note any apologies for absence: Received from Rob Simpson (RS)
274. To elect a Chairman for this meeting: In the absence of Derek Old (see minute 275 below) it was agreed that Councillor Doran would be chairman of this meeting. 
275. To note the resignation of Councillor Derek Old (DO): DO had written to the clerk resigning as chairman and as a parish councillor. The matter was covered in more detail at the end of the meeting as noted in minute 285 below.
276. To note any declarations of interest: The only possible interests related to the two planning applications. However no councillor had a disclosable pecuniary interest and the clerk had advised councillors in advance that they were all permitted to discuss and comment on the applications.
277. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th March 2020: The minutes of the Meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.
278. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: It was noted that improvements have been made to the path at the start of Watery Lane
279. Finance matters: i) to approve any payments: The following 2 payments were approved: Cheque 166 - £170.65 – Community First – annual insurance premium (retrospective approval); Cheque 167 - £68.78 – DAPTC -  annual subscription. ii) to approve the Annual Governance Statement (page 5 of the AGAR) as at 31st March 2020: A copy had been circulated in advance by the clerk and the Statement was approved. iii) to approve the Certificate of Exemption (page 3 of the AGAR) as at 31st March 2020: A copy had been circulated in advance by the clerk and the Certificate was approved iv) to approve the Accounting Statement (page 6 of the AGAR) as at 31st March 2020: A copy had been circulated in advance by the clerk and Statement was approved
280. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: i) 2/2020/0817/FUL and 2/2020/0818/LBC – The Ibberton, Church Lane, Ibberton, DT11 0EN – Convert roof space to provide additional living accommodation and install 3 dormer windows. Construct fire escape, provide fire door and replace part lean-to roof to flat roof: The clerk reported that a note of support for the application had been received from Mr & Mrs Aldous. Councillors felt that anything that helped the viability of the pub, including helping it be a more practical home for the family running the business, was to be supported. The council agreed to support the application.  ii) 2/2020/0886/FUL – Belflyns, Washpool Lane, Ibberton, DT11 0EN – change of use of garage with studio above to 1. No dwelling: The applicants already run a successful holiday unit on the site and given the need to generate commercial income in rural communities to aid their long term sustainability it was agreed to support the application.
280. To consider any Highways and Rights of Way issues: The clerk was asked to report to Highways the pothole on the bend outside Cross Cottage. He will also ask them to consider whether the hedge protrudes too far into the road and should be cut back.


281. To consider how best to present the results of the village survey in the light of continuing restrictions on physical public meetings due to the Coronavirus outbreak: It might be possible to provide a written summary of results but there is no foreseeable realistic opportunity to hold a public meeting to discuss the results. It was agreed to keep the matter under review on future agendas for when the situation changes for the better.  

282. To agree to cancel the Annual Parish Meeting in 2020 in accordance with updated Government regulations: Government regulations have removed the requirement to hold the annual parish meeting in 2020 and it was agreed to cancel Ibberton’s meeting this year. 

283. Dorset Council – councillor’s report: PB will draft and circulate a report shortly. She highlighted the massive impact of Coronavirus on Council finances and working practices and it is clear that there will be no return to the pre-virus days. It is highly unlikely that South Walks House will ever be used as a Council office again. Her term as Chairman of Dorset Council ends on 3rd September.  
284. Correspondence: Nothing of note to report
285. Resignation of Derek Old: After serving as a councillor since 1973 and Chairman since 1979 a letter of resignation had been received. He was unhappy that this meeting was taking place by way of Zoom as he will not use this application. He felt the meeting should have been held in or outside the village hall even though this is prohibited by the Coronavirus regulations.
In terms of the practical impact on the parish council the clerk outlined the formal process for recruiting a replacement. This includes advertising the vacancy for 14 days and giving electors the chance to demand an election. If 10 or more electors make such a request then Dorset Council will organise an election. If no election is demanded then councillors can co-opt someone. Given only 3 councillors are needed for a quorum there is no particular rush to fill the vacancy. A new Chairman will need to be chosen by councillors, probably at the next parish council meeting.
Councillors felt it appropriate to formally record their appreciation and thanks on behalf of the whole community for the years of sterling service given by Derek Old in his 47 years as a parish councillor, including 41 years as Chairman. It was very unfortunate that external factors out of anyone’s control had led to his resignation. It was agreed that a formal letter of thanks will be sent by councillors and his retirement will be marked with a suitable gift.

286. Dates of future meetings: Parish council meetings will continue as required using Zoom technology.

287. Close of meeting: With no further business to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20 pm





