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Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 26th November 2020

A Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held by means of a remote conferencing facility using Zoom on Thursday 26th November 2020 at 7.30 pm under the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020

Present:	
Councillors: 	Caroline Doran (CD) Chairman, Clive Carsley (CC), Rob Simpson (RS), Andy Old (AO) and Michael Fraser (MF); Dorset Council councillor Pauline Batstone (PB)
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson (MW)
Public:		1

302. Welcome: The Chairman welcomed Andy Old and Michael Fraser as new parish councillors
303.To note any apologies for absence: None received
304. To note any declarations of interest: None declared
305. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 27th October 2020: The minutes of the Meeting were approved.
306. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: MW has still to mention the possible tree planting to the Chairman of the village hall committee. The “disappearance” of the “Tommy” figure after the lorry incident (see minute 309 (i) below) prompted a discussion about where and when it might be displayed. MW had already been advised by Lucy Closier that she had Tommy safely at home and was interested to know the parish council’s views on where it might best be sited. The key points to emerge were - should Tommy only be displayed in, say, October and November to maximise the impact; if located by the notice board it will be blocked by parked cars; the churchyard is a possible location but the PCC might need to refer to the Diocese for approval (?); the site by the fingerpost is probably the best and the column of the post provides does some protection from vehicles. This is not a parish council asset and MW will pass on these informal views to Lucy Closier.
307. Finance matters: i) to approve any payments: Cheque no 000168 for £98.70 to Normtec for a new fingerpost arm bracket was approved ii) to consider the budget and precept for 2021/22: MW had circulated a draft budget and precept for 2021/22 in advance of the meeting. The budget was approved and the precept for 2021/22 will be £600. iii) to approve changes to the bank mandate: MW is working on updating the mandate and he and Andy Old will be added to CD as authorised signatories. Former councillors will be removed.
308. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: None received
309. To consider any Highways and Rights of Way issues: i) fingerposts: MW has sourced a new bracket and he and AO will fit this and the “Woolland” arm in the near future. MW has been advised that a new volunteer has appeared on the local scene. He is taking down and refurbishing arms etc and materials are being provided by Sydenhams in Gillingham. He is currently working on our “Okeford” arm. MW will write and thank him and Sydenhams.  ii) Allotment Hill: Highways have issued a formal notice for the overhanging trees to be cut back by the landowner iii) Leigh: Highways are to clear the grips between Ryalls Cross and Leigh Cross. They have also had contractors cutting the trees in front of Cutlers Close. The drain in front of Berwick House is also due to be cleared. iv) Back Hollow: CC noted that many trees have fallen very close to the carriageway. MW will discuss with the Community Highways officer to see who is responsible. v) The Cross (or “godcake” -Google it!): The parish council would like the hedge on the bend opposite to be cut back by about one metre (so the drain is clearly on the highway, not under the hedge) to improve safety at the junction. MW will contact the owners. MW reported on an incident yesterday where a very long delivery truck had become effectively stuck having reversed up Church Hill and had no way of turning right back towards Okeford because of a parked car by the notice board. In desperation the driver had to go over the grass on the island – this was only possible because the two fingerpost arms were by chance both removed. The grass has been damaged but will recover in time. A resident has suggested planting crocus bulbs as part of any repair programme but the residents who maintain the grass feel these to be inappropriate.at this site.  MW will advise – the land is Highways not the parish councils.

310. Dorset Council – councillor’s report: PB reported that all Dorset Council meetings, including committees, are being held on Zoom. The budget for 2021/22 is under consideration. Pressure from the needs of adult social care as well as the impact of Covid will mean a likely rise in Council Tax of around 5%. DC had been facing a deficit for this year of £66m but by using reserves etc it has been reduced to about £11m. Parking charges and the impact on shopping habits and retail business etc are being hotly debated – watch this space! The Food Larder in Sturminster Newton is providing a vital basic food lifeline for many families. It is hoped others might open in Gillingham, Sherborne and Shaftesbury.
[bookmark: _GoBack]311. Correspondence: MW is receiving a considerable amount of information on climate change events, issues, webinars, forums etc. If any councillor wishes to receive these, he will gladly forward them.

312. Dates of future meetings: It was agreed that a meeting would be arranged in the New Year when there was a business need. CC complimented CD on her excellent chairing skills.

313. Close of meeting: With no further business to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15 pm



