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Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 16th March 2020

A Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Monday 16th March 2020 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	Derek Old, Chairman (DO), Caroline Doran (CD), Rob Simpson (RS), Clive Carsley (CC) and Mike Watson (MW).
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson
Public:		None

261.To note any apologies for absence: Dorset Councillor Pauline Batstone. 
262.To note any declarations of interest: DO in respect of planning application 2/2020/0242
263. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th January 2020: The minutes of the Meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.
264. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: These are covered in the agenda items.
265. Dorset Council – councillor’s report: Nothing to report in her absence.
266. Finance matters: i) to consider a request for a grant to Artsreach: Artsreach events are an important part of rural cultural enrichment and the two events held in the village hall are important fund raisers for the hall. It was agreed to make a grant of £50. ii) to approve any payments: The following payments were approved: Chq 163 - £36.00 to Ibberton village hall for hire fees 2019; Chq 164 - £120.00 to M Wilson for expenses honorarium; Chq 165 - £50.00 to Artsreach for a grant.
267. To consider any Highways and Rights of Way issues: i) The Rangers had fixed new signs prohibiting vehicles on the bridleway at the Ibberton Hill car park. Sadly, these had been torn down and placed in the car park itself. The clerk has reported to the Rangers. CC will put them back in their proper place. ii) The Community Highways Officer had visited Church Hill again. The surface water is flowing from adjacent gardens and given the lack of ditches and the adverse camber there is nothing Highways can, or will, do. iii) Blacklands Lane, just down from Shoemakers Cottage, is virtually impassable with about 20 yards of continuous, silty soft mud. The clerk was asked to contact the Glovers to see if they might have some hardcore or rubble to lay on top. 
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268. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: 
 i) 2/2020/0242/Varia – Belflyns, Washing Pool Lane, Ibberton, DT11 0EN – remove agricultural occupancy restriction – The parish council had no objections

269. To consider the results of the village questionnaire and how best to present these at the Annual Parish Meeting: Over 50% of both adult and childrens questionnaires had been returned which was a very pleasing result. The clerk had collated the results and circulated details to councillors before the meeting. The intention had been to present the results at the Annual Parish Meeting, usually held in May, but given the Covid 19 outbreak it was most unlikely this could be held at the usual time.
It was very clear that people particularly value the overall ambiance and environment of Ibberton. The pub was the most valued physical asset, much ahead of the hall or church. In terms of improvements to life then the poor condition of the roads and their less than perfect condition with issues like mud and surface water were highlighted by many.  In terms of future projects then some kind of village hub with play area, village green, wildflower area etc was popular. The vast majority of respondents use the pub, Okeford shop, church, village hall and rights of way at some stage during the year.
There are some ideas and wishes that are beyond the direct remit of the parish council, but we may be able to influence Dorset Council etc by lobbying hard. If there was no parish council there would be no effective way to do this. Some ideas are perhaps too aspirational as we have to focus on what is realistic and possible to achieve. 
The parish council will work on a proper summary that can be presented to the village when we are able to hold the APM. What is very clear is that the majority of respondents value the current peaceful, rural and friendly environment and any action taken by the parish council will focus on enhancing what we already have. 
Until then it was agreed the clerk will i) try and establish a dialogue with the owner of the land opposite the pub ii) research the capital and ongoing costs of play equipment iii) look at possible grant opportunities iv) highlight the recently established WhatsApp group v) write to every household in the village regarding Covid 19 and establish a record of possible volunteers prepared to help those in need, both now and as the crisis develops  vi) contact the pub to see if there is any practical help the village can offer to support the business.
270. Correspondence: Wessex Internet had been due to contact DO to arrange a village meeting but nothing had been heard.
271. Dates of future meetings: The clerk will arrange the next meeting, likely to be the APM, as and when Government restrictions allow..

272. Close of meeting: With no further business to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm



