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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 14th February 2019

A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Thursday 14th February 2019 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	D Old (Chairman), S Harris, C Doran, I Freeland and C Carsley; DCC Cllr P Batstone
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson
Public:		1


185. Apologies for absence: Received from NDDC Cllr A Burch

186. To note any declarations of interest: None declared

187. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2018: These were approved and signed by the Chairman. Cllr Doran commented on minute 179 iii) that the surplus funds from defibrillator donations had subsequently been used to buy a new battery for the defibrillator.

188. Matters arising: These are all covered in the agenda items.

189. District and County councillors’ reports: DCC Cllr Batstone noted the immense financial pressures caused by increases in number of special educational needs children. Budgets for the new Dorset Council are set and council tax will be harmonised across the old Districts. 80% of the budget goes on social care for families, the elderly and children. The new council will have many fewer councillors. Staff reductions, redundancies and re-gradings are underway. A central government fund for pothole and highway repairs has been received, but has to be spent by 31st March 2019. Any defects should be reported via the dorsetforyou web site. Cllr Carsley mentioned the very poor condition of Back Hollow, which had been considered for top-dressing in 2018 but it had not been prioritised. PB will raise with Highways direct. 
190. Finance matters: i) to approve accounts for payment: A payment by cheque of £66.09 to DAPTC for the annual subscription and a direct debit of £35 to the ICO for data protection registration were approved. Ii) to consider a request from Artsreach for a grant towards its running costs: The grant request letter was discussed and it was agreed to delay consideration until the end of the financial year to see what surplus funds might be available.
191. Local elections on 2nd May 2019 – to consider and note arrangements: The clerk had circulated e mails from NDDC setting out arrangements. Those wishing to stand must hand deliver their nomination papers to the Returning Officer by 4pm on Wednesday 3rd April. The clerk has offered to deliver all the forms when he takes those for Hazelbury Bryan, probably towards the end of March. Cllr Carsley made the point that he and two other councillors were not as young as they once were and thought that if new, younger people wished to stand it might be time to stand down. Cllr Harris was in agreement. 
192. BT phone box – update from the clerk: BT has now confirmed it retains ownership and responsibility for the box. An Open Reach engineer has visited the box and apparently has made the phone operational. Nothing yet has been done with the door and the clerk has reported this again to BT (via 0800 661610), An inspection is awaited.
192. To consider any Highways and Rights of Way issues: The handrail by the steps to the church were broken and a temporary repair has been made locally. The clerk, by chance, had seen the Community Highways officer, Paul Starkey, on site. He had said the repair was all that Highways would have done. They have no funds for low priority work such as this. DCC Cllr Batstone is due to meet with Mr Starkey in the near future and she will raise the matter with him. A complete set of new posts are really what is needed.

193. Planning – to consider any applications: None received

194. Correspondence: An invitation has been received from Simon Hoare, MP to send up to two delegates to his annual “Roundtable” for parish councils on Friday 1st March, 3pm – 5pm. No-one is able to attend.

195. Date of next meeting: The clerk will organise as required, probably towards the end of March.

196. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05 pm.

  	




