

		

Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 25th October 2022

A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the village hall on Tuesday 25th October 2022 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	Caroline Doran (CD) Chairman, Clive Carsley (CC), Rob Simpson (RS), Andy Old (AO) and Michael Fraser (MF); Dorset Council councillor Pauline Batstone (PB)
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson (MW)
Public:		1
388. To note any apologies for absence: None
389. To note any declarations of interest: None declared
390. To approve the minutes the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th May 2022: The minutes of the Meeting were approved.
391. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: MW has fitted the “20 is plenty” signs.
392. Finance matters: 
i) payments for approval: The following payments were approved:
Chq 175 – Community First – Annual insurance (retrospective approval) - £170.65; Chq 176 – C Doran – defibrillator costs - £222.80; Chq 178 – Ibberton village hall – hire - £9.00
ii) to note the establishment of a defibrillator reserve in the accounts: A total of £389.72 had been received from the Village Hall Committee in respect of funds raised towards the defibrillator at the Platinum Jubilee events. Caroline Doran had also received £160.00 from individual donations. CD has spent £382.80 on a new case and a new battery. This was funded by the £160 from the village and a reimbursement payment from the parish council of £222.80. This leaves an earmarked reserve in the parish council accounts of £166.92.
iii) Budget and precept for 2023/24: This had been due to be discussed but the matter was deferred in the light of developments regarding the play area – see minute 394 below.
393. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: None

394. Children’s play area: i) progress with grant applications and completion of any documentation ii) decision and progress on site transfer to parish council iii) to consider objection to use of site by J Wilkinson iv) update on progress with potential suppliers of equipment v) funding summary, and consideration of grant top-up – loan, precept, donations etc – if necessary vi) project timescale vii) VAT reclaim and cashflow: It was noted that grants totalling £15,000 have been received - £10k from the Lottery and £5k from Dorset Council. A further application for £10k is with South West Trains – a decision on that is due early in the New Year. MW has also been in discussions and meetings with three potential suppliers. However, after receiving vigorous and persistent objections from Jane Wilkinson, the owner of the field adjacent to the play area, Derek Old feels unable to donate the land to the parish council. She is concerned that when her horses are in her field they might be adversely affected by noise and activity from the play area. There is a possibility that she might grant a lease or a licence for a play area in another site which she owns – the field opposite Cutlers Close at Leigh. AO will ask her if she is serious about this idea. 
It is not necessarily a solution and there are obstacles and issues to consider, namely: the grant applications referenced a specific site location in the heart of the village, would the site at Leigh be acceptable?; the site was to be gifted to the parish council, would a lease or licence be acceptable?; the lease or licence would need to guarantee tenure for at least 15 years, even if the site was sold or on the death of Mrs Wilkinson, given the investment of public money in the equipment?; as the original site was to be owned by the parish council, permitted development rights (so no need for planning permission for change of use etc) would apply – would this still be the case?; the site would be very adjacent to the gardens of the Holmes, the Owens and the Crescis – might they object vigorously and persistently too? If Jane Wilkinson confirms she is prepared to provide the site, then MW will take soundings from the neighbours at Leigh and check with the grant providers and DC Planning on the matters raised.
If this site is not available, MW noted that it would be possible to fit in at least a couple of swings in the village hall site, in the space previously offered by the Hall Committee. Might this be better than nothing – at least it might lead to the removal of the informal swings attached to the walnut tree outside No 3 The Orchard? Any unspent grant money will need to be returned.
395. Highways and rights of way: to consider any relevant matters: A new Community Highways Officer – Amanda Penfold - has been appointed and taken for a local tour by PB. The failed road surface at Back Hollow was not covered but PB will make her aware of it. PB noted that initial impressions of her attitude to problems have been less than positive in Hazelbury Bryan.

396. Dorset Council update: PB reported on her work at County Farms. A new land agent is needed, but the farms are to remain in existence and not sold-off. The farms grow sustainable local food and provide opportunities for young farmers just starting out to rent a relatively affordable farm. Health and social care services are trying to work more effectively together. About 75% of Dorset Council’s council tax income is spent on social care.  
397. Correspondence to note: Some concerns have been expressed over the tree by the notice board. The lower branches are over-hanging. The tree is in the Conservation Area so MW will seek approval from the Tree Officer.
398. Future meetings: MW will organise another meeting to discuss the play area and the budget/precept in the next few weeks, certainly before Christmas.
399. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05 pm.
 





