


		

Minutes of a Meeting of Ibberton Parish Council on 14th October 2021

A meeting of Ibberton Parish Council was held in the village hall on Thursday 14th October 2021 at 7.30 pm.

Present:	
Councillors: 	Caroline Doran (CD) Chairman, Clive Carsley (CC), Rob Simpson (RS), Andy Old (AO) and Michael Fraser (MF)
Parish Clerk:	M Wilson (MW)
Public:		One
347. To note any apologies for absence: Received from Dorset Councillor Pauline Batstone
348. To note any declarations of interest: None declared
349. To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th May 2021: The minutes of the Meeting were approved.
350. Matters arising/action points from previous minutes: It was noted that the hedge at Cross Cottage has been cut back. MW is still waiting on the Community Highways Officer (CHO) concerning trees in Back Hollow but there are not any obvious problems at present
351. Finance matters: A payment of £100 to Ian Faulkner for a new fingerpost was approved – cheque 000172.
352. Code of Conduct – to agree to adopt a new Code of Conduct in line with the new Model Code issued by the Local Government Association: It was agreed to adopt the new model Code of Conduct as drafted.
353. Register of Interests – to note and agree to comply with arrangements for individual councillors to submit digital forms to Dorset Council by 31st October 2021: MW had arranged for councillors to receive unique, personalised links to the Dorset Council web site to enable the form to be completed. CD, CC and AO had not received the e mails – MW suggested they check their spam folder.
354. To consider any planning applications received before the meeting: None received. It was noted that the planning appeal relating to No 1, The Orchard had been dismissed by the Inspector on design grounds. A loft conversion and smaller single-storey extension will be constructed as permitted development.
[bookmark: _GoBack]355. Highways and rights of way – to consider actions and issues: i) fingerpost damage and repair: Two fingerposts have been destroyed by hedge-cutting in recent days. The sign at Ryalls Cross was damaged by Ian Closier and he has already provided and installed a replacement. The sign to Leigh, by the village hall, is believed to have been damaged by Dave Winder. The sign has been replaced, including new letters, by Mr Faulkner, the fingerpost repair man locally, at a cost of £100 and it was agreed that MW should seek reimbursement from Mr. Winder. ii) parking at Cutlers Close and letter to Sovereign housing: Gill and Mike Owens have written to Sovereign Housing asking if it could make better provision for car parking for residents of Nos 1 – 3 Cutlers Close. Dorset Councillor Pauline Batstone has given her support and the parish council has been asked to do likewise. It was agreed to write in support, especially if space could be made in the bottom of the quite large gardens at the properties.   iii) posts on the green by the notice board: These have decayed and one has fallen over. It was noted that there used to be a link of chain between the posts and AO said this was to keep cattle off the grass back in the day. Given the absence of bovine marauders it was agreed to remove the posts and see how the grass fares without the posts. If it proves necessary then the posts will be replaced. iv) Church Lane hedges: Some cutting has taken place in the last few days. Some trees from the garden of Old Post Cottage are overhanging and MF will have an informal word with the owners. It might require intervention from the Community Highways Officer. CC mentioned the debris of flint and silt in the Lane and asked if the Dorset Council road-sweeper might be deployed to good effect. MW will ask the CHO. v) traffic speed in the village: Concerns have been expressed about the speed of traffic through the village. Whilst the prospects of getting a formal change in the speed limit are virtually zero, there might be the possibility of installing some “20 is plenty” signs. MW will raise with the CHO. vi) Stibles Lane works: Annette Newman had e mailed about the poor state of the road surface on Allotment Hill and the seemingly unfinished re-surfacing work in Stibles Lane. Again, MW will talk to the CHO. vii) road closure 28th October 2021: Notice has been received that the road through the village from the village hall to the bottom of Back Hollow will be closed from 9.30 am to 3.30 pm to allow Open Reach to replace telegraph poles. viii) damaged stile: AO will look at the condition of the stile between his land and the Hellyers and repair if needed. 
356. Village questionnaire – to consider the results and how best to share them with the community: The original intention had been to share the results at the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2020, but the Covid pandemic had scuppered this idea. It is recognised that many people in the community might be reluctant to attend a possibly crowded meeting in the village hall this winter. Therefore, it was agreed that MW will prepare a written summary which can be printed and hand delivered to every house in the village. 
357. Children’s play area – to consider progress to date and how best to move forward: Since circulating a summary of progress to councillors in August, MW has met with Jean Heal to discuss her land as a possible site. She was supportive of the idea, in principle, but wanted time to consider all the implications. She said it would take her some time to come to any decision. It was agreed MW will make contact with her in the near future and gently emphasise the desire to move this forward before the children grow-up!
358. Correspondence to note: It has been reported that a plaque describing the background to the washing pool has disappeared. AO thought it had decayed and probably been washed away.  
359. Future meeting: A date is to be determined
360. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40 pm.
 





